The ISNPF2016 aimed at promoting the international exchange of contemporary ideas on natural product chemistry among researchers in academia, government and industry. This symposium also provided a platform for post-doctoral fellows and graduate students in the region to create a professional network to continue their careers studying the diverse aspect of natural products and their discussion for the next ten to twenty years.
Tokushima is one of the most important cities from the perspective of natural products chemistry in Japan. Prof. Nagayoshi Nagai, who was the founder of the Pharmaceutical Society of Japan, was born in Tokushima and discovered an antitussive agent, ephedrine, from Ephedra herb and Prof. Tsunematsu Takemoto isolated a number of pharmacologically important phytochemicals, including kainic acid, which is used as a vermicide drug, from a red alga, insect molting hormones from some ferns and Achyranthis radix, and the mogrosides, which are 300 times sweeter than sugar from Siraitia grosvenorii. Tokushima was the 10 th biggest town in Japan in the 19 th century because of the production of highly valued indigo dyes from Polygonum tinctorum, and that practice continues here today.
I believe that this symposium provided a good opportunity for the effective exchange of many recent natural product results from around the world, and for the generation and cross-fertilization of new ideas, as well as contributing to a better understanding of the role of natural products in drug discovery and in the protection of our environment.
Dr Pawan K. Agrawal kindly offered to publish the accepted papers from ISNPF2016 in a special edition of Natural Product Communications, for which he made me the guest-editor. This special issue was open to both the original work and reviews presented by all the participants. Fifty-eight manuscripts were submitted to the guest editor between 16 th December last year to the middle of February this year, of which 49 were accepted for publication in the NPC special issue after review and editing by the organizers and reviewers. As the guest editor of this journal and the organizer of this symposium, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Dr P. K. Agrawal for his kind hospitality and the authors who submitted their papers to this special issue and all the referees who kindly reviewed the papers.
I also wish to express our deepest and sincere gratitude to the Malaysian Natural Products Society, the Natural Products Society of Philippines, the Pharmaceutical Society of Japan, the Japan Society of Bioscience, Biotechnology, and Agrochemistry, the Bryological Society of Japan, the Japan Oil Chemists' Society, the Japanese Society of Phytotherapy, the Japanese Society of Pharmacognosy, the Japan Perfumery & Flavoring Association, the Tokushima Biological Society, Tokushima Prefecture, Tokushima Newspapers and Tokushima Bunri University, as well as all of the private companies and individuals who provided financial support that made this symposium a reality. I would like to congratulate all of the members of the Organizing Committee for such a superb effort to bring to fruition this successful and meaningful international symposium. Without this cooperation and collaborative teamwork, this symposium would not have been possible.
A big typhoon approached near to Tokushima just before the symposium, but, fortunately, it was long gone by the time of the meeting and the weather was fantastic during the symposium! I hope that all the participants in this symposium enjoyed it, as well as the planned social events, especially the "Awa dance", the banquet and excursion (dying tissue and T-shirts with indigo and visit to the orchid farm), as well as the Japanese traditional culture and wonderful cuisine.
(Arigatou gozaimashita, Thank you very much) 21 st July 2017 浅川義範 Prof. Dr DHC Yoshinori Asakawa Chairperson, ISNPF2016 (President, Phytochemical Society of Asia)
